IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following is a complete listing of the claims, and replaces all earlier 
version and listings. 

Claim 1 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
capable of conraiunicating with a plurality of peripheral devices, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a storage device, for storing predetermined objects for the peripheral 
devices based on directory information; 

designati o n means fo r designating a specific object indicating a 
p er ipheral device having a prcd c tcimincd function; 

detection means, res p onsive to a designation by said designation 
m e ans, for detecting a the specific object designated by said designation means in the 
directory information read from said storage device; 

display means, for displaying, in accordance with a tree list, the 
specific object detected by said detection means; and 

coiitroi means, fo r, bas e d on tlic number o f st ep s al o ng a du ' cctbiy 
patli leading f r om a local object coi T csponding to one of the peripheral devices locally 
connected to said information processing ap p aratus to the specific o bject cor r esponding to 
an o tlier specific periph er al device not locally connected to said information processing 
apparatus, permitting said display means to display, in accordance with the tree list, the 
specific object detected by said detection means, in a manner based on the number of steps 
along a directory path leading from a local object corresponding to one of the peripheral 
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devices locally connected to said information processing apparatus to the specific object 
corresponding to another specific peripheral device not locally connected to said 
information processing apparatus: 

wherein the peripheral device for the local object and tlic peripheral 

device for the specific object designated by said designati o n mcaiis have tlic same function 



Claim 2 (previously presented): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said control means omits an intermediate directory path 
leading to the specific object. 

Claim 3 (previously presented): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein, before the specific object detected by said detection means 
is displayed on said display means in accordance with the tree list, said control means 
omits a portion of a directory path in which portion the specific object is not present. 

Claim 4 (previously presented): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said control means performs sorting for ah object display, so 
that the specific object is displayed at a higher location on a list. 

Claim 5 (previously presented): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim I, wherein, when the specific object detected by said detection means is 
to be displayed on said display means in accordance with the tree list, and when the 



specific object cannot be referred to directly due to access right limitations, said control 
means displays a higher object for which there are no access right problems. 

Claim 6 (previously presented): An information processing appiaratus 
according to claim 1, wherein the specific object is an object for a printer device. 

Claim 7 (previously presented): An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the specific object is an object for a compound device 
including a printer function. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): An information processing method, for an 
information processing apparatus capable of communicating with a plurality of peripheral 
devices and including a storage device for storing predetermined objects for the peripheral 
devices based on directory information, said method comprising: 

a designation step of designating a specific object indicating a 
peripheral d e vice having a predetermined fimction; 

a detection step o f, respohjsivc to a designation ih said designati o n 
step; detecting a the specific object designated in said designation step in the; directory 
information read from the storage device; 

a display step of, in accordance with a triee list, displaying on display 
means the specific object detected in said detection step; and 

a control step o f, based on the numbe r of steps along a di r ec t o r y patli 
leading fi - om a local object corresponding to one of tlie periphe r al devices locally 
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connected to tlic information processing ap p aratus to the s p ecific obj e ct corresponding to 
another specific peripheral device not locally connected to tlic information processing 
apparatus, permitting the display means to display, in accordance with the tree list, the 
specific object detected in said detection step , in a manner based on the number of steps 
along a directory path leading fi-om a local object corresponding to one of the peripheral 
devices locally connected to the information processing apparatus to the specific object 
corresponding to another specific peripheral device not locally connected to the 
information processing apparatus: 

wherein the peri p heral device for the local object and tlie pe r iphe r al 

d e vice for tli e specific object designated m said designation step have tlic same functi o n . 

Claim 9 (previously presented): An information processing method 
according to claim 8, wherein an intermediate directory path leading to the specific object 
is omitted in said control step. 

Claim 10 (previously presented): An information processing method 
accordiiig td claim 8, wherein, before the specific object detected in smd detection step is : 
displayed on the display means in accordance with the tree list, in said control step, a 
portion of a directory path in which portion the specific object is not present is omitted. 

Claim 1 1 (previously presented): An information processing method 
according to claini 8, wherein sorting for an object display is performed in said control 
step, so that the specific object is displayed at a higher location on a list. 
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Claim 12 (previously presented): An information processing method 
according to claim 8, wherein, when the specific object detected in said detection step is to 
be displayed on the display means in accordance with the tree list, and when the specific 
object cannot be referred to directly due to access right Hmitations, in said control step a 
higher object for which there are no access right problems is displayed. 

Claim 13 (previously presented): An information processing method 
according to claim 8, wherein the specific object is an object for a printer device. 

Claim 14 (previously presented): An information processing method 
according to claim 8, wherein the specific object is an object for a compound device 
including a printer fimction. 

Claim 15 (currently amended): A control program, which is executed by an 
information processing apparatus capable of communicating with a plurality of peripheral 
devices and including a storage device for storing predetermined objects for the peripheral 
devices based oil directory ihf^ 

cbd c fo r a designation step of designating a specific . object indicating 
a p e ripheral device having a picdct c miincd function ; 

code for a detection step o f, responsiv e to a designation in the 
designation step, detecting a tiie specific object designated in the d e signation step in the 
directory information read fi-om the storage device; 



code for a display step of, in accordance with a tree list, displaying 
on display means the specific object detected in the detection step; and 

code for a control step o f, based on tlac numb e r o f ste p s along a 
directory path leading from a local object to the specific object, permitting the display 
means to display, in accordance with the tree list, the specific object detected in the 
detection step , in a manner based on the nimiber of steps along a directory path leading 
from a local object corresponding to one of the peripheral devices locally connected to the 
information processing apparatus to the specific object corresponding to another specific 
peripheral device not locally connected to the information processing apparatus ; 

'. wherein tlic periphe r al device f o r the local object and tlic peripheral 

d e vice for tlic specific object designated m the designation step have the same function . 

Claim 16 (previously presented): A control program according to claim 15, 
which permits the information processing apparatus to execute said code for a control step 
such that an intermediate directory path leading to the specific object is omitted. 

Claim 17 (previously presented): A control program according to claim 15, 
which permits the information processing apparatus to execute said code for a control step 
such that, before the specific object detected in the detection step is displayed on the 
display means in accordance with the tree list, a portion of a directory path in which 
portion the specific object is not present is omitted. 



Claim 18 (previously presented): A control program according to claim 15, 
which permits the information processing apparatus to execute said code for a control step 
such that sorting for an object display is performed, and the specific object is displayed at a 
higher location on a list. 

Claim 19 (previously presented): A control program according to claim 15, 
which permits the information processing apparatus to execute said code for a control step 
such that, when the specific object detected in the detection step is to be displayed on the 
display means in accordance with the tree list, and when the specific object cannot be 
referred to directly due to access right limitations, a higher object for which there are no 
access right problems is displayed: 

Claim 20 (previously presented): A control program according to claim 15, 
wherein the specific object is an object for a printer device. 

Claim 21 (previously presented): A control program according to claim 15, 
wherein the specific object; is an object for a cbinpound device including a printer fiiriction^ 

Claim 22 (previously presented): A computer-readable storage medium 
storing the control program according to claim 15. 



Claim 23 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus 
capable of communicating with a plurality of peripheral devices, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a storage device, for storing predetermined objects for the peripheral 
devices based on directory information; 

designation means for designating a specific object indicating a 
peripheral device having a predetermined function; 

detection means, responsive to a designation by said designation 
means, for detecting a the specific object designated by said designation means in the 
directory information read from said storage device; 

display means, for displaying, in accordance with a tree list, the 
specific object detected by said detection means; and 

control means, for, when the object detected by said detection means 
is to be displayed on said display means in accordance with a tree list, omitting an 
intermediate directory path to the specific object, 

wherein said control means permit s, based on tlie number of steps 
along a dircctoiy path leading: from a local object co rre sp o nding t o o hc of th e pmplier2il 
devices locally comicct c d to said information processing apparatus to tlic sptcific object 
cor r esponding to another specific peripheral device not l o cally connected to said 
infomiation processing appai - atus, said display means to display, in accordance with the 
tree list, the specific object detected by said detection mean s, in a manner that is based on 
the number of steps along a directory path leading from a local object corresponding to one 
of the peripheral devices locally connected to said information processing apparatus to the 
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specific object corresponding to another specific peripheral device not locally connected to 
said information processing apparatusr tmd 

wh er ein the peripheral device for the local object and th e periphe r al 

device fo r the specific object designated by said designation means have tlie same functioa 

Claim 24 (currently amended): An information processing method, for an 
information processing apparatus capable of communication with a plurality of peripheral 
devices and including a storage device, for storing predetermined objects for the peripheral 
devices based on directory information, said method comprising: 

a designation step of designating a s p ecific o bject indicating a 
pe r iphe r al device having a pred e t e rmined fiinction; 

a detection step , responsive to a designation in said designation step, 
of detecting a tiie specific object d e signated in said designati o n step in the directory 
information read firom the storage device; 

a display step of, in accordance with a tree list, displaying on display 
means the specific object detected in said detection step; and 

a control step of, when the object detected in said detection step is to 
be displayed on the display means in accordance with a tree list, omitting an intermediate 
directory path to the specific object, 

wherein said control step includes permittin g, based on tlie nimibe r 
of steps along a di r ectory path leading fi - om a local object con-esponding to one of the . 
periphe r al devices locally conn e cted t o tlie information p r ocessing a pp aratus t o the specific 
object co r responding to another specific periph er al device not locally comiectcd to the 
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information processing apparatus, execution of said display step to include[[s]] displaying, 
in accordance with the tree list, the specific object detected in said detection ste p, in a 
manner that is based on the number of steps along a directory path leading from a local 
object corresponding to one of the peripheral devices locally connected to the information 
processing apparatus to the specific object corresponding to another specific peripheral 
device not locally connected to the information processing apparatusr and 

whe r ein the peripheral d e vice fo r the local object and tlic p e ripheral 

d e vice for tlic specific object designated in said designation st e p have the same function . 

Claim 25 (currently amended): A control program, which is executed by an 
infomiation processing apparatus capable of communicating with a plurality of peripheral 
devices and including a storage device, for storing predetermined objects for the peripheral 
devices based on directory information, said program comprising: 

code fo r a d e signation step of designating a specific obj e ct indicating 
a peripheral device having a p re determined function; 

code for a detection step o f, responsive to a designation in tlic 
dcsigriatidkste p , dete^^^^ 

directory information read from the storage device; 

code for a display step of, in accordance with a tree list, displaying 
on display means the specific object detected in the detection step; and 

code for a control step of, when the object detected in the detection 
step is to be displayed on the display means in accordance with a tree list, omitting an 
intermediate directory path to the specific object, 
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wherein execution of said code for a control step permits , based on 
the number of steps along a directory patli leading f r om a local object coi T Csponding to one 
of tlic peripheral devices locally comiected to the inf o rmati o n processing appai ' atus t o the 
specific object co rr esponding to anotlic r specific peripheral device not locally comiected to 
tli e information processing apparatus, display by the display means, in accordance with the 
tree list, of the specific object detected in the detection step , in a manner that is based on 
the number of steps along a directory path leading from a local object corresponding to one 
of the peripheral devices locally connected to the information processing apparatus to the 
specific object corresponding to another specific peripheral device not locally connected to 
the information processing apparatusr and 

wherein tlie peripheral device for the local object and tli e peripheral 

device for tlic specific object designat e d in the designati o n step have the sam e function . 

Claim 26 (previously presented): A computer-readable storage medium 
storing the control program according to claim 25. 

Glairhs 27-36 (canceled) 
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